
paying nature for services rendered

8 perspectives for
water-related ecosystems

Ramsar Convention   
on Wetlands



1) fundamental: use a Catchment Basin Approach
the hydrological cycle supports and links all environmental components



2) recognize the services

provisioning: food, fresh water, fiber, fuel, biochemical and 
genetic materials

regulating: climate, water flows, water purification, waste 
treatment, erosion, natural hazards, pollination

cultural: spiritual, inspirational, recreational, aesthetic, 
educational

supporting: soil formation, nutrient cycling



3) integrate environmental 
services and costs

willingness to pay can only be increased if additional 
benefits can be demonstrated against established 
baselines, business as usual or the status quo

PES are better accepted under environmentally 
degraded conditions



4) need to value the services

3,000 USD/ha y: Waza Logone floodplain (Cameroun)       
fisheries, crops water supplies

5,820 USD/ha y: mangroves (Fiji)                                    
water purification

22,000 USD/ha y: coastal wetlands (Rep. Korea)             
fisheries, waste treatment, aesthetic functions

2,600 USD/ha y: urban marshes (Sri Lanka)                        
water supplies, water treatment, flood attenuation, fisheries



5) link ecosystem services with
good water management

link upstream services with downstream users

Ramsar’s « critical path » to link catchment basin planning 
with local ecosystem management

define objectives and benefits to focus investments



6) establish contracts

define benefits and their costs

find sellers and buyers

pay directly for the service, but only if it is actually 
delivered (cf. agricultural subsidies)



7) public vs private agreements

difficulty to establish markets

analyse who is actually paying (directly – indirectly)

establish schemes, and assess compliance with them

evaluate if objectives are attained



8) need for grassroots 
development efforts

communicate, inform, educate, share information

undertake local valuation studies

need to design payment schemes

assess their outcome – and communicate this to new
potential buyers and sellers
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